Chapter Ten
THE   KAISER   CANCELS   AN   ORDER
MY   SUGGESTION   TO   ABDULHALIK   BEY,    CIVIL   GOVERNOR   OF
Aleppo, that the Boy Scout movement should be organized
in the town, was most favourably received by that pro-
gressively-minded man. The head masters of the secondary
schools were instructed to place their boys at my disposal
for this purpose. I trained them as scouts, and trained a
number of masters as scout-masters, introducing the usual
uniform worn by boy scouts in all countries, with the sole
exception of the hat; for climatic and traditional reasons, I
allowed the boys to retain the hattata or kufyek, the Arabian
kerchief for the head, held in place by a single cord wound
round to form a double ring.
As I mentioned before, the average Aleppine did not
enjoy a savoury reputation in Turkey, and he was particu-
larly supposed to be averse to the truth. It is of course
understandable that in a hot climate everything should
stretch, even facts; but in Aleppo facts were more bewilder-
ingly elastic than anywhere else.
In this respect, as in many others, the Boy Scout move-
ment had a speedy and salubrious effect on the boys, and
it very soon became extremely popular.
Meanwhile, Abdulhalik Bey had been called to Con-
stantinople, where, as Under-Secretary of the Interior, he
directed the affairs of the Turkish Empire by the side of the
Grand Vizier, Talaat Pasha. One fine day there reached me
in Aleppo a high Turkish order, which Abdulhalik Bey had
obtained for me from the Grand Vizier 'in recognition of
the organization of the Boy Scout movement'. But even
without this gesture, our close friendship would have sur-
vived war and revolution. By his unshakeable sense of duty
and his high sense of honour, this man, whom I met again
in Ankara in 1923, had won the respect of the most varied
systems of government which the Turks subsequently adopted.
After the Turkish revolution, Kemal Ataturk, the creator of
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